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Abstract

These reflections relate directly to the current status of the sociology of
sport in the UK and, to some extent, in North America but they adso have
more genera relevance. As a sub-discipline of both mainstream sociology
and of the sport and exercise sciences, the sociology of sport faces three
magjor challenges — (i) the emergent hegemonic postion of the natural
sciences in sport science departments, (ii) the relationship between the
sociology of sport and sociologies of the body and of hedth, and (iii) the
margina postion of the sociology of sport in relation to mainstream
sociology. Having briefly commented on the first two challenges, this paper
concentrates primarily on the relationship between the sociology of sport
and maingream sociology and argues that the former has become
unimaginative, dominated as it is by two or three dominant perspectives,
and that what is needed is a greater willingness to learn from other areas of
sociologica inquiry (for example, the sociology of memory) and from other
disciplines (most notably human geography’s conceptualisation of space).
The paper concludes with some suggestions as to how specificaly the
sociology of sport might be extended.
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