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Abstract

For over two decades or more, the issues of sport and national identity
have generated critical discussion in the West and in the East. Sports
manifest themselves in many different forms, depending on the historica
moment, ethnic group, and nation. It is through participating in and
supporting the rituals and competitions of sporting events that people
develop a sense of bdonging to a community. Sports remain a critical
catalyst to arouse people’s passions for political, socid and cultural
identities. At the beginnings of modern sports, including the Olympics in
1890s, national passions were transformed into something like religious
festivities, with meaningful symbols and materia interests. This paper
addresses several questions, with special reference to Taiwan’s sports
history. Why did sport and political identity come to be so closely related?
How do they congtruct and reproduce one another? What kind of sports has
been related to Taiwanese identity? The anadlysis of the paper integrates
modern sports history and a number of historical and sociological theories
as well as archival materials. In concluson, we argue that the interactive
influence of nationd identity, globa capitaism and nationalism has
concurrently spawned a new identity matrix that links Taiwan with
international identities yet does not lose sight of Taiwanese individudity.
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