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Abstract

In the Chinese speaking world, both the common people and the
scholars used to see sport and yundong as synonymous. This article
challenges this common understanding and illustrates that yundong in fact
refers to two different body cultures: the western style and the eastern style.
In my opinion, this hybrid sgnification is a natura result of trandated
modernity; therefore, | designed a st of questions attached to the 1SSP
(Internationad  Social Survey Programme) quetionnaire to test my
conjecture. Using these survey data | wanted to demonstrate two points:
Firgt, for Taiwanese, yundong signifies not only sport but aso cultivation or
nourishment of life and exercise. Second, the ISSP comparative survey
about sport is questionable, because it is totaly blind to the socid
construction of sport. Assuming that the concept of sport is universal and
invaridble, this postivistic comparative survey unconscioudy takes the
research object congdructed by itsdf as redity. After demondrating the
substantive difference of the oriental and the occidental body culture, | claim
that the next step is to reconceptudize the originally English concept of
sport, if we gill want to have acommon overarching concept about so many
different body cultures.
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