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Abstract

This project focuses on the controversies of the Olympic Torch Relay
of the 2008 Beljing Olympics between Taiwan and China. After numerous
rounds of negotiations, Taiwan reected being a stop of the torch relay and
became the first IOC member to do so. Since the (re)introduction of the
torch relay in the 1936 Berlin Olympics, it has become an invented tradition
par excellence and carried many different political implications. China and
Taiwan have complicated relationship since the Civil War of 1949 which
expelled Republic of China out of the mainland. Taiwan’s involvement in
the 10C activities also mirrors the harsh politica redity for the
administration. On the other hand, 2008 Beijing Olympicsis regarded asthe
crown jewel of the recent China Fever and an officia testament of the surge
of China. This thesis argues that, under this complex circumstance, the
Olympic Torch Relay was a venue for political sruggles. The then-ruling
DPP administration appropriated it as its clam of Taiwanese sovereignty
and beckoned the support from the pro-independence extremists.
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