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Abstract

This article interrogates the systems and structures supporting China’s
drive for medals a the Beijing 2008 Olympic Games. In order to interrogate
these systems and structures we draw on a framework of ten key eements
identified as imperative to a “successful” elite sport development system.
Our analysis of China explores whether we are witnessing a trend towards
uniformity in (globd) elite sport development systems, or whether room
remains for diversity in the development of these systems in different
countries. The analysis is informed by data from interviews with senior
officids involved in Chinese dlite sport development and policy documents
related to elite sport in China. The discussion and conclusions focus on the
extent to which China’s elite sport system mirrors those found in Western
nations.
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